Hegemony
In general, see ideology. 

The following are extracts from my book Towards a Just Society 
From power to control
Taking the role of the legal system in terms of the exercise of power, is then the role of the legal system as part of an hegemonic concentration of social power. Hegemony, in Gramsci’s account of it, is the exercise of power by one class over another, with the consent of that other.
 Consent is organised but not necessarily imposed by force. Thus it is with law. Those who are not able to access law are nevertheless subject to it. By agreeing to be subject to the rule of law, those who are disenfranchised from the system are both oppressed and content. This theme is mirrored in Chomsky
 in his discussion of the illusions which are fostered in the population to ensure their continued support for institutions necessary to the promulgation of society. Among these illusions are respect for law, even though law is not accessible to those who are encouraged to believe in it. 

For Gramsci this discussion is addressed to the proletariat eventually taking power from the ruling class. This book uses the idea as part of the movement towards empowering people without the overthrow of political power. At that level it is social democratic (or “welfare state-ist”), rather than truly socialist. 

Praxis - steps in law reform
To use the Marxist jargon, which is implicit in the New Labour programme, there is a need to understand the means by which the revolution which brings power to the people is to be effected. It is contended that the programme of reform set out in Models for Reform  is a central part of achieving that revolution in the locus of power. As part of the broader pledge to reform the constitution so that power is exercised closer to those who are affected by it, Blair seeks to give power and influence to ordinary people where previously it had not existed. The Marxist undertow of this programme has gone unnoticed - primarily because it is obscured by so much policy to do with the economy which borrows expressly from monetarist economics and neo-classical endogenous growth theory. It is also hidden because the detail of the constitutional reform proposals has been slow to emerge. The enormity of the change that is to be made to social structures would, however, be too easy to overlook. 

Praxis, in terms of the legal system, involves the opening up of access to all citizens to discuss and dispute the content of their rights between each other, with corporation and with government. While this stops short of overthrow it does constitute an important reallocation of responsibility for the legal system to political agencies which are electorally accountable to the population. This is put to work in the proposed Ministry of Justice. It is also observable in the mooted reform of legal aid by means of locally-based political priorities for the legal aid budget. Power is thus devolved to local government. A balance is made possible between the needs of individuals and the broader political commitments of government. 

New Law, New Britain
In mirror image of Blair’s call for New Labour to deliver a New Britain, a new justice system which is accessible will make it possible for individuals to exercise their autonomy and for communities to shape their personality. The legal system is the most entrenched of the social institutions which the Labour Party must face down. In Models for Reform, some of the initial steps towards that goal are marked out. 

� Gramsci, Prison Notebooks . 


� Chomsky, Necessary Illusions ( , ). 





